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To the Honorable H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court for 
Lee County, Virginia: 

Humbly complaining, your orator, J.W.J.Dickinson, a citizen of 
Lee County, Virginia, respectfully represents unto $he court that 
on 20th day of March, 1893, he was married to She Rebecca Riner, in 
Russell County, Virginia; that he and his said wife lived together 
in peace and happiness until the fall of I895 in Russell County, Vir- 
Virginia, when they removed to the said County of Lee, where they 
continued to live together in peace and happinéss until the some 
eighteen months or more ago, when your orator became convinced that 
his said wife was unfaithful to him; and that, since he arrived at 
this conclusion, he has had no further intercoursevwith' the said Re- 


becca, oud ewe Fhiey Lash cthalbiGd, Wy Koes La beialy — 


Your orator further represents that on the 26th day of March, - 
SA buan 
1898, his said wife gave birth to a son, whose name is Hensley, an 
your orator belives that he is the father of the said Hensley, and 
so charges. 
Just three years after the birth of the said Thomas Hensley, 


the said Rebecca gave birth to another child, whose name is Ossie 


Lee Bell, but your orator does not believe or claim that this last 


named is his child, but is the child of another man with whom your 


orator believes the said Rebecca comitted repeated acts of adultery. 
Your orator further alleges that his wife deserted him or left 

him and went away about November,I90I, but for some months prior 

to that time year orator had not lived with her, but had been taking 

his meais with one of his neighbors, When she left, she took with 

her the child Ossie Lee Bell, but left the boy Thomas Hensley with 


your orator. Some time afterwards, to-wit, about the first of Jan- 





wo On 
uary, 1902, he took the boy Thomas Hensley to Russell County to 
visit his &randfather, Thimas Riner, who promised to keep his said 
son and return him to your orator whenever he should esl] for him. 
Since that time, however, the said Rebecca has taken the Said child 
Thomas Hensley and removed with him, as your ortaor is informed to 
Some point in Washington County, Virginia, 

Your orator aiteges that his said wife, at his house in Turkey 
Cove, Lee County, Virginia, and near:the same, and on his farm in 
said Turkey Cove, she committed acts of adultery on or about at the 
e4th day of June, 1900, and at divers other times after that date, 


And probably also before, and that your orator has never cohabited 


‘ 


° e . s 4 ~ 4 
with the Said Rebecca since he first learned of. | 7 
Or eh : DPA LAA eee a 7% é _ 
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Your ator is advised that under thet ts and circumstances - 
above set out he is entitled to a divorce e vinculo matrimonii, and 
that he is also entitled to the custody of his child, the said Thomas 
Hensley Dickinson, and this is the object of this suit. 

Your orator prays, therefore, that the said Rebecca H.Dickinson 
be made a party defendant to this bill; that she be réquiread to an-+ 
swer the same, but she need not do so under oath as that is express 
ly waived; that upon a hearing of the said cause the bonds of mat- 
rimony existing between your orator and the said defendant be annul l- 
ed and he be given a divorce a vinculo matrimonhis and that the cus- 
tody of the said child Thomas Hensley Dickinson be given him by the 


proper order of the court; and that full general relie? be granted 


him, May subpoena issue &c, 





¥irginia, Lee County, to-wit: 
I, George P.Cridlin, a hotary public within and for the county 
State aforesaid, do certify that J.W.J.Dickinson this day came 
before me in my county aforesaid and made oath that the Statement 
contained in the foregoing bill so far as made from his own knowl- 


edge are true and so far as made from information derived from other 


sources, he believes them to be true. 


Given under my hand this the Iethi day of May, I902. 
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J. W. J. Dickenson, 
VSe 


Rebecca H. Dickenson, 


On application of the defendant by counsel supported by 


affidavits, which application was resisted by the/defendant ‘suppor- 
ted by statement of counsel, which is consideres as an affidavit, the 


defendant is :awarded the sum of $50.00 with which to prosecute 


her defence to this suit, and unless plaintiff pay said sum within 


twenty days of this date, execution m»y issue therefor. 


And thereupon the said defendant filed her demur’to the 


plaintiff's bill, and the court having considered the said demur E¢-7A_ 


Sustain the same, 
—s y ‘ 
/j ed é Kok ia t eB i ae  poamiat | 
a ae motion of the plaintiff leave is granted, to amend 


| at oe la dase Se Luh) 
his bill, and said amendment being made epee, the Piet Prt, by cour 


¢ 


sel, appear™to said amended bill and waive’ the-serve of process there- 


on; but the said plaintiff is required to vay the cost of this suit 
up to this time. And leave is granted tide fendant to file her answer 
to said amanded bill if so advised, which anser shall be filed not 


7 itl 
later than lst. of Sept.rules; and the cause is continued, 
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To Rebecca H.Bickinson: 


You will please take notice that on the 23rq4 day of May, 1902, 
at the residence of F.M.Clarkston, near Turkey Cove, Lee County, 
Virginia, I shall proceed to take the depositions of G.C.Gilmer, 
F.?T.Riddle, Nettie Gilmer and others, which when taken are intend 
ed to be read as evidence in my behaif in a certain suit in chancery 
now pending in the cirenit eourt of Lee County, Virginia, wherein 


I am plaintiff and you are defendant; and if from any cause the 
taking of said depositions should not be begun on that day, or af 


begun and not completed, the same will be adjourned from time to 
time and from piace tc place until the same shall be completed. 


This May I3th, 1902, 


J.W.J,Diekinson, 


By Counsel, 
age 
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FORM OF CONCLUSION. 


VIRGINIA: Russell County, to-wit: 

I, S. C. Gose, a Justice in and for the County 
aforesaid in the Sta of Virginia, certify that the fore- 
going depositions 6 ee (7 Ohne , were taken, 
Subscribed and swérn to before me at the time and place and 


for the purposes mentioned in the caption hereto annexed. 


Given under my hand, this Zi day of Bees Se 


Justice of the Peace 





FORM OF CAPTION. 


The depositions of } » taken 


February. 27, 1903, before me,VS. C. Gose, a Justice of the 
Peace if eas for the County of Russell in the State of Virginia, 
at the store-house of R. W. Dickenson, at Bickley's Mills in 

the said county, between the hours of 8 A. M. and 6 P. M., to 

be read on behalf of the defendant in a certain suit in chancery 
now pending in the Circuit Court for Lee County, Virginia, 

in which J. W. J. Dickenson is plaintiff and Rebecca H. Dick- 


enson is defendant, pursuant to the notice hereto annexed. 


HARE EH 


4 ¢ by 





VIRGINIA: Wise County, to-wit: 


for the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia, certify 
that Maya Gabell this day made oath before me that he did 
on the 26th. 25rd. day of Pebruary, 1903, deliver a copy of 


the foregoing notice to take depositions to J. W. J. Dickenson. 


Given under my hand, this rv fay of February, 1903. 


0 
fps ss mm Nee u. 
va) 
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The deposition of Henry Riner taken before me Sh Mmhs 


a Justice of the Peace in and for the County of Russell in State 
of Virginia, at Fink, station on N. & W. R. R. in the said county 
of Russell on the 24th. day of June, 1903, between the hours of 


8 Az M. and 6 P. M. to be read in evidence on behalf of defendant 


Lee County, Virginia, wherein J. W. J. Dickenson is plaintiff, and 
Rebecca H. Dickenson is defendant, pursuant to notice hereto 


annexed, 


Present $ s ; 7 AB Sipe isege A145 bf fou ee Ree’, (fae BLA 
pc: co. Y ? so 
_ TF bloat. TE KG seta Ee OL OLDE ID 


Fenry Riner, being first duly sworn, deposes as follows: 


State your name, age, occupation and place of residence? 


Ponry Mercer Cprnid in te M00 On, Daan 


State what kin, if any, you are to the defendant? 


/brove~ 


State whether or not you were at the house of the plaintiff 


J. W. J. Dickenson in Lee County, about Christmas, 1901, and if 89 
whether the defendant Rebecca H. Dickenson was there on that oc- 
casion and how she happened to be there, and tell what occured | 
between her and the plaintiff, how long she stayed there and all 
about it? Z ten chee 
Lig acer tk ed J P 
3 epee Ce O~ CE 1th LOC SE , 
( LP i po ee ee oe 7 Menclee “Cte 
UV Cpt i1t6 ek at of MR RES Crete’ 
7 A# Fa woe 


} I 
0 Tae 4 eh Sih I Gece 
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L ; 
7 , 
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Met pursuant to adjournment on this the 4th. day of June, 
1903, at the Turkey Gore Ceminary, Lee County, Virginia, before 
¥. M. Clarkston, J. P. Present, J. W. J. Dickenson, plaintiff, 
and J. C. Noel his attorney, and pebecca H, vieckenson, defendent 


ana her attorney, C. B. Slemp. 


¥, tT. Riddle, being first duly Sworn, deposes as follows: 


U ® B e Sl emp @ 


State your age, occupation, and place of residence? 

il was 60 the 14th. this month; farmer; live in Turkey Cove, 
Lee County. 

Are you acquainted with J. W. J. Dickenson and Rebecca H. 
Dickenson, parties to this suit? 

Yes sir. 

How far do you live from the house in which Nr, Joe 
Dickenson used to live? 

I suppose something like 1/2 mile, 

Diag J. W. J. Dickenson ever come to live with you? 

es sir. 

Please state if you refsll when he came to stay with you? 

I don't remember positively, it strikes e he came off and 
on about Sept. 1901, 

Do you know of any s circumsta neces by which you can state the 
exact time of his coming to your house? 

No. I have got it sot down xm when he came to stay regular 
but I could not say for me life, but it seems to me since I 
have been studying it over, that it was about Oct. but I am not 
positive. 

Wny do yo: think it was in October? 

Well, we pulled off some corn he wanted to feed some hogs and 
Just a few days after that he came to my house, 


During the time of his stay in-your house, | the Fall of 1901, 


do vou 
J Or do you not recall hits 


By 
o— 





(2) 
on his farm? 

I don't remember. 

To refresh your memory, did he make his crop while staying 
at vour house in the year 1901? 

No, it was in 1902, if I am not mistaken. 

After he came to your house as yo. say, about the lst. Sept. 
1901, how long did he remain at your house’ 

He stayed til! last January, I think. 

Did he stay every night at your house? 

No. 

Can you +311 me what percentage of nights he failed to stay 
there? 

No I could not; he was peddling, hauling and sometimes he 
would go ant. he would always tell me where he stayed. Sometimes 
he stayed at Mr. Gilmers and sometimes at Ir. Jones. 


Pid he ever tell you that he stayed any where else? 


It strikes that he said he stayed at Alf, Slemps. 


Did you ever hear of his staying at any other places? 

(the foregoing question objected to for hearsay) 

Do you know of his having stayed at his former home during 
that time? 

think he probably peddled and I think that he stayed there 

one night, but my boy I think slept with hin. 

Where did he take these goods that he peddled, from? 

Took them from his house. 

Did he start from his house early in the morning or not? 

He started early. 

Did you ever send any goods by him? 

I think I sent some apples. 

Where did you deliver the apples to Mr. Dickenson? 

I did not deliver them at all. J think my family took them. 

Did you at any time ever send apples early in the morning to 
Mr. Diekenson's house? 


No I never did, and don't know whether my family ever did. 





(3) 


Did you ever see Mr. Dickenson working on his farm in the Cove, 


Yes. 

Did you ever see Mrs. Dickenson working on the farm in the 
Cove? 

Yes sir, 

During the year 1901, did you see them working 
any time, 

No I never saw them working together, 

Were you abuut there frequently? 

not 

No I passed by, but very frequently. I could see hier working 
sometimes, 

You understand that he is a hard working woman, Go you? 

( Question cbjected to because immaterial. Noel) 

Yes gir, 

Has Mr. Dickenson been &Btaying at vour house any Since the 

1903? 

Yes he staved a fey 

Is he a regular boarder the 

No sir, 


Do you know where he Stays now? 


No sir, 


CROSS EXAMINATION, 
ir. Noel, 

Riddle do you know Tee Cooner? 

Sir. 

you ever see Lee Coomer and ‘Ys. Dickenson together? 

Sir, I have seen them together, 
otate whether or not you ever saw any improper conduct out 
the parties together, and if S80, tell what it was? 
No.I wexxexr saw Becky lickenson up at the Peach Orchad, 
Did you see Lee Coomer with her at that time or any other 


time? 


No gir. 





(4) 
Did you ever see her with any other man or any one at the 
Peach orchad or any where else? 


I don't know that I have, 


Also the deposition of W. M, Coomer, who being first duly 
Sworn, deposes as follows: 

state your age occupation and place of residence’? 

22 years of age; occupation farmer; live at Turkev Cove, Lee 
JOuUNtCY « 

Are you acquainted with J. W. J. Dickenson and Rebecca H 


Dickenson, parties to this suit? 


t am acquainted with them for about B1X years, 


Where do you now live? 


Oo + 


On Mr. Dickensons place, 


ef 


At what house on the place? 


Mr. ickenson's house, 


that the only prhacm house on the place? 


ee 


11, it is now. 


a. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q: 
A 
Q 


there any other dwelling house on the place? 


> 
ee 


No sir. 

Do you know whether or not there has been any dwelling house 

the farm occupied by people within the past six years? 

It has been, 

When did people cease to live there? 

Weil there aint nobody lived there for about three yoars. 

How long have you been living on Mr. Dickenson's place? 

About three years 

Were are you living at the present time? 

On Mr / Tip Reasors place. 

Were you at home Daturday, May 16th. 1903? 

i don't know whether I was at home Saturday or not, but I 
was sunday. 


Were you not at home Saturday night? 





Yes sir. 

You spent the night at home Saturday night? 

Yes 

Did any one else stay there on Saturday night besides yourself? 

My wife stayed there anc Mr. and Mrs, Dickenson, and children. 

Did they spend Sumay night following? 

Well, I think they did. I don't think it was the night 
Joe got up and left, Sunday night. 

Who else was at your home on Sunday May 17th? 

Well, Dow Thacker was there and Will Coomer and Will Coomers 
wife. 

Who took dinner with you that day’ 

Mrs. Dickenson Joe and Dow Thacker. 

Did you stay at home all day.on Sinday May 17th? 

No sir 1 left home about 3 o'clock, 

Whom diag you leave at the house when you left? 

i left Mr. Dickenson, Mrs. Dickenson and her children, 

Did you leave any one else? 

No sir. 


Where was Nr. ani Mrs. Dickenson when you left? 


Krs Dickenson was in the kitchen ana Mrgm Dickenson was in 
the other 
Bur KR room. 


What other room? 

Our room, the main room. It is connested to the kitchen by 
the hall, 

is that your method of going from one room to the other? 

Yes sir. 

Do you recall whether ?irs. Dickenson took her youngest child 

the kitenen with her or not? 

Yes sir. 


vid any one else go into the kitchen? 


Yes, Mr. Dickenson went in, 
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Did Mr. Dickenson ga xa follow Mrs. Dickenson in to the 
kitchen? 

He went in after she went. 

When you left, did you leave them in there? 

I went over in the ordhad and they was in there, 

Describe the furniture in your kitehen, what you had in 
there? 

There is a cubbard in there, table and bed, 

Ridwd pte you see Mr, and Mrs, Dickenson sitting on the bed? 

No sir. 

Were there any chairs in the room at that time? 

No, I don't think there was, I think I carried them out 

On that same Sunday, do you or do you not recall whether you 
had a visit from Mrs. Geo. W. Gilmer and he gon Axley Gilmer? 

Yes sir, they came down after dark. 

How long cid Mrs. Gilmer and Axley remain th ere? 

About 9 o'clock when they left. 

Who went x with them when thev left? 

Joe went off with them. 

Whit aid Mrs. Dickenson do? 

She went off shortly afterwards. 

When did they return? 

A little while afterwards. 


Did Mr, Dickenson and Mrs, Dickenson come in together? 


They came in, I don't know whether they came together or 


not. Came in at the hall door, 

Do you recall when Mr. Dickenson left his home to take up 
his residence with Mr. F. T. niddle? 

No sir. I don't just know the year. I don't know what month, 
I gues it was 1901. 

Did you see him around his premesis frequently during that 


time? 


No sir I never saw him there until] after she left and went 
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to Russell 
More particularly I will ask you if you ever saw him about 
his house during the Summer or Pall previous? 
No gir, 
the employ at the present time of Mr. Dickenson? 
have just got his place rented, farming. 
you on taat Sinday evening May 17th, how longs did 
you stay away from your house? 
{ con't know exactly how long. I left about 3 o'clock and 
Came hack about 5, 
Whom dig you find there on your return? 
I don't think any one was there but my wife and Nr, and Mrs, 
Dickenson. I aint certain whether Mr. Dickenson Was there. 
Are you certain that vou wife wes there? 
Yes gir, 
Where was irs. Dickenson and Where was your wife and where 
was kr. Dickenson when you returned? 


I don't remember; never paid any attention, 


CROSS HXAMINATION, 
hr. Noel. 
At the time you speak of Mr. pickenson and Mrs, Dickenson 
being left together at your house on Mav 17th. 1905, how lone 


a 


before that time had Mr. Dickenson been Btaying at vour house? 


Weli, I moved there in December and he had been there ever 


since that time. 


In what part of your house did Kr. Dickenson roomy 


since Mra. Dickenson has been down or all the +i me? 

Well he slept in the kitchen; before she game he slept in 
room that me and my wife slept in. 

And when she came he slept in the kitchen? 


Yes sir. 





How long had Mrs. Dickenson been at your house efore May 17th? 
She came about the 12th. 
Where did Mrs. Dickenson sleep while she was staying there? 
Up in the room with me and my wife, 
Did Mrs. Dickenson notify you or your wife that she was coming 
your house? 
She wrote my wife. 
Where did she write from? 
Bickley's Nills, Russell County. 
After Mra. Dickenson came to your house and Joe went into 
the Kitchen to stay, state whether or not Mrs. Dickenson went 


into Joes Room at any time? 


One night Joe was moaning and talking in his sleep and Mrs, 


Diekenson said she would go and sleep with him. She went in 
there and directly Joe said “Hell, God damn nation" and joe come 
in our room and dressed and went out to the barn, 

After you had heard Joe say “hell and damnation" and before 
he went out of the house, did you hear Mrs. Dickenson say any~ 
thing to him? 

Yes, she told him to go back to bed, that she was not going 
to hurt him or something like that. 

I believe you stated that he came into your room and pul on 
his clothes and went out? Did he come back to the house that 
night? 

Jo I never heard him come back. Very early nex! morning i. 
saw him at the stable. 

At what time next morning did you see Mr. Dickenson at the 
stable? 

Saw him abat 3'oclock. We was going to plow early. 

On the night of May 17th. when M’s. Gilmer and her son were 
there, I will ask you if Mrs. Gilmer invited kr. and Mrs, D+cken- 
son to go home with her and if Mr. Dickenson did not say that 


if Mrs. Dickenson went, he would not go, and stae whether she 





(These questions are objected because leading.) 

Yes, I think he did. Hsxmaysxtwak when they started and got 
around above the house Mrs.GElmer hollowed for her to come on 
and she said no, if Joe don't want me to go, I will not Ze 


Before starting, that is before Mrs. Gilmer and her son and 


Mr, Dickenson started, state whether or not Mrs. Dickenson said 


anything about going or not and if so, what it was? 

I don't remember her saying anything about going after they 
started. 

I will ask vou to state whether or not Mrs. D*ckengon has not 
been trying to get you to testify that you had seen her and Joe 
bed together since they parted, and if so, tell what she said 
about what she would give you if you would swear that you had 
seen them bed together? 

(This question objected to because improper way to approach 
the witness and that the question is leading. Slemp. ) 

Well, she said that if I would swear that her and Joe was in 
thers on the bed and that if she be t Joe, shee wo ld give 
me &@ home there and that I could have one as long as I wanted 
one there. 

Teil all that she said she would do for you. 

She said she waukt had $80. in money and that she would buy 
a horse and cow with it. 
aboitate whether or not she said anything that Mr. Irvine said 
if you swore, that it would amount to? 

(That question objected to because leading. Slemp.) 

She said that Mr. Irvine said that if we woudd swear what 
she told him, that she would beat Joe, 

ota e whether she said what would become of Joe then? 

She said Joe would leave . 


Did she say, and if so, what did she say would beflome of the 


land? 
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She said she would get the land, 

Did she tell you what she had told Mr. Irvine that you was 
going to swear and if s0, tell what it was? 

Yes, she told Irvine that I would have to swear that I ketched 


them in the kitchen in bed. 


RE-DIRECT., EXAMINATION, 
MR. SLEMP, 

Did you not tell Mrs. Dickenson that you did not want to 
testify in this case? 

I don't remember of telling her that, 

Did you not tell Mrs. Dickenson that you did not want to mix 
up in the case? 

No sir, 

Did you not tell Mrs. Dickenson that you did not want to 
testify against Mr. Dickenson? 

I told her last Friday morning that I had better not 
go I guessed, 

Did you not tell her that if you came out here and swore 
that Mr, Dickenson would get mad at you? 

I said what I would Bwear would be against her. 

How do you know thxk what Mr, Irvine told Mrs. Dickenson? 

She told me after she came back, After she had seen Irvine 

Did not Mrs, Dickenson tell you that she only wanted vou to 
Bwear the truth and nothing else? 

She did tell me something like. 

Was she not trying to hire you to tell the truth rather than 
som thing &£ different? 

She tried to hire me to tell something I was not going to 
tell, something that was not the truth. 

On wat day was this conversation you speak about? 

Don't remember what day. Must have been when she come back 


from town. 
Who we present when that conversation took place? 
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A: My wife was. 
On what of the premises did this take place? 
at the house. 
What time of day was it? 
Why, when she came back and told what she told Irvine. I 


don't recollect what time it was; it was in the evening. 


After Maswadxkixe, Mrs. Gilmer and her son and MR. Dickenson 


left the room on that Sunday afternoon before referred to, how 
long was it till Mrs. Dickenson left? 

It was not but a little bit. 

Did she leave almost immediately, when Mrs. Hilmer called? 

No. 

Is Mr. Dickenson subject to these moaning and cramping spells? 

He cramps abowt all the time. 

Is it looked upon as a serious matter with him? 

It looked like a dying man. 

Do you or do you not, go to him when he has these spells? 

Yes. 

Did Mrs. ptekenson go? 

Yes. 

Did she try to help him through the spell? 

She seemed to be trying to show her tities more than anything 
else. 

(The answer of the witness to that question objected to be- 

cause vulgar and incredulous. SLemp) 

What time of night did this occur, this crampin: spell? 

I never noticed the clock, Before 12 I think. S_mtims I 
had to get up before 12 and after le. 

®% Further deponent sayeth not, 


Signature waived. 


Also the deposition of W's. Susan coomer, who after being 
duly sworn, deposes as follow 


® 
Se 


Mr, Slemp. 
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otate your age and where you live? 
About 18. live in -urkey cove, Lee County. 
Who is your husband? 
: Nart Coomer, 
How long have you been married? 
At I don't know how = long. Over a year, 
; To refresh your memory, I will ask you were you not married 
about Christmas in the year 1901? 
No I was not marri ed then. 
Can you give us some idea as to when you were married? 
The night before Christmas was a year ago. 


Where did you live before vou were married? 


Lived on the ridge. On Mr. Jone's place. 


Does that place adjoin the farm of Mr. Dickenson in the Cove. 

Yes it joins th:t place it was a right smart piece from 
there, 

How far was it? 

A mile, 

During the pall before you were married, were you not at Mr. 
Dickenson's house? 

I passed there several times. 

Did you ever stop there? 

iI stopped there a few times. 

Did you ever spend a night there? 

Yes Il spent several nights there, but I don't know whether I 
spent a nisht there then or not, 

Did you ever work there for the Dickensons on that place during 
the Fall of 1901? 

Yes, 

What was the matter of work? 

I helped them pick apples and beans. 

Was Mrs. Dickenson there when you helped pick the beans? 

Yes, they were all there then. 


Do you recall whether you spent a night or nights there dur- 
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-ing the bean picking time? 

Yes sir. 

Did you help Mrs. Dickenson pick the beans? 

I helped her one year, but I don't know what year it was. 

Do you or do you not remember helping Mrs. Dickenson when 
she brought her child along, the youngest one, to the field? 

No I don't know whether I did or not. Li think she brought 
the kid once, 

‘as Jt the Fall immediately before you were married that 

this occured? 
I don't recollect whether it was or not. 
Do you recall he fact or do you not, as to whether you visited 


the Dickenson home to return an iron lapse and when you was 


there Mreé D“ckenson was making apppe butter and you took 


the voungest child and nursed it? 

J don't know whether it was the youngest child or not. 

Was it the fall before you were married tha t thisxx occured? 

I don't know. 

Did Mr. Dickenson make some remarks to vou about the youncest 
child and what it looked like? 

I don't Know whether the youngest child was there or noi, 

Did you come by the Dickenson home on that sane evening 

and go to preaching with the Dickensons that night? 

Yes I want to preaching with them lots of nights, but I don't 
know whether I went that night or not, 

On Sunday May 17th, were you at home all the day? 

No alr. 

How long did you stay at home that day? 

I stayed at home until about 12. 

Did -ov stay until dinner or after dinner? 

Stayed till after dinner. 

Who did you leave there? 

I left Beck and Mart and Joe and Pap. 


Who did you find at home on your return? 
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Beck and Joe and the Children was there when I went back, 
What time did you return? 
it was four oclock I reckon, 
Where did vou go when you left that day? 
Went to Johns coomer's. 
How far is from your house to Johns Coomer's? 
LI don't know, 
How far would yo estimate it? 


it might be 1/2 mile. I know it aint a mile. 


When vou returned to the house, where were Mr. md Ms, D’eken- 


son and the children? 

I aint certain whether trey was all in the house or not. 
sce was in the house, Ke WAS in the room that we Btayed in all 
the time, 

‘Is that room the kitchen? 

No sir. 

Did Joe go in the kitchen? 

ie went in the room I was in, 

Where was Mrs. Dickenson? 

I don't know whether she was in the house or not. Ithink 
she was in the hall, 

Was she in the all? 

i don't remember, 

Did Mrs, Gilmer and Axley Gilmer vigit your house that same 
day ? 

L don't know whether it was that evening they were there one 
evening. 

What evening was it when they was there, 

I don't know, 

Don't you know whether they was there on Sunday evening? 

No. 

You know they were there on one evening; was it after your 
Supper or before your supper? 


We had eat syprer when, the 
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We had eat supper when they came, 

How long did they stay thai evening ? 

It was 9 o'clock when thev left, 

When they left, who went with then? 

Joe went with them, 

What; became of Mrs. Dickenson? 

Vre., Gilmer asked them both to go home with her, but Joe gaid 
that if vrs. Dickenson went he would not go. and mrs, Dickenson 
Said that if Joe did not want her to go she would not, 

Did wou hear Mrs, G“lmer call back and agk Mrs. Drckens n 

come on? 

No I don't recollect whe ther she did or not. 

D*d Mrs. Dickenson then leave the house? 

Yes, 

How many minutes after Joe, Mrs. Gilmer and Axley had gone, 
till Mrs. Dickenson left the house? 

Lt don't know, 

Did Mr. Dickenson come back that night? 

Yes sir. 

Da Mrs, Dickenson come back that night? 

Yes. 

How long was it before Mr. a4 irs. Dickenson came back to 
the house after they left? 

I don't know. 

Did they come back together, or how did they come back? 

I don't know. 

Did they come in the house together? 

I thinkBeck came in hehind Joe, 

As a vatter of fact did she not come in holding to Joe's 
arm? 

i was talking to Mart and did not see. 
Did she not say when she came in that she was holding to 


Joe's arm during the time of the return trip? 


(the foregoing question objected to beaause self serving and 
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-ebeacuse it is merely the of the defendant. Noel) 

No sir. I don't remember whether she did or not. 

Do you recall about the time when u. Dickenson took up his 
resiceme at Frank Riddles? 

km No I dont know when he went there to stay. 

How long has Mrs. Dickenson been Staying at your house on her 
recent trip to this section? 

Iwo weeks, 

Is she staying there now? 

No sir. 

When did she leave’? 

She aint stayed there none since Tuesday night. 

During the two weeks that she Stayed at your home, did Mr, 
Dickenson also stay there? 

Yes some; I know he did not stay one night. 

Did you or your husvand receive any letter from is. Dickenson 
about coming down here? 

She wrote me she was Coming. 

Did you send anybody to the train to meet her? 

“art went to meet her. 

Was Joe Dickenson at home ait the time Mart went to meet 
her? 


He was thee that evening; he went to Riddles that night. 


CROSS EXAMINATION, 
NOXL. 
Since M's. Dickenson cam to your house, state where she slept 
and also where M,. Dickenson Slept during the time? 
She slept in the room where we S.¢pt and Joe slept in the 


kitchen, 


State whether or not any night while they were both Staying 


there, that Mrs, Dickenson went into the room where Joe was at 


and if so, sta e what she s: id, 





(17) 

Joe went to bed and was talking and going on in his sleep 
and she said she believed she would go in and Sleep with Dickenson 
She had not been in there a miniuete when I heard Joe wake and he 
cussed, wanted to know what in the Hell that meant and cane in 
our room ana put on his clothes and went out. 

Please state whether or not at any time since Mrs, Dickengo n 
has been staying at your house, she has been trying to get you 
fo swear that she and Joe beded together and if 60, tell what 
she said? 

She told me that If I would swear that she and Joe slept 
together, she would give us a home ag long as we wanted it 
there and that k she would buy us a horse and COW, 

Did she say what would become of Joe, 

Said he would set mad and leave, 

Sta& e¢ whe ther <he said what she had to buy a horse and cow 
with’? 

She said how much money she had; $80. I believe. 

At the time you helped pick beans, was that the time your 
father lived on Xaakx Dickenson's place’ 

No sir. 

Tha, was before you went on Joets place? 


Yes sir. 


A-DIRECT EXAMINATION, 
SLEMP, 
The night you refer to that Mrs, Dickenson went into MY, 


bp | 


Dickenson's room, did not Mr. D*ckenson have a cramp that night? 
I was never up when Joe cramped, but they said he cramped at 
k& nights. 
Dd he cramp that nicht? 


* 


sO. They said he cramped at Night. 


Did not ig. Dickenson tell you that she did not want you to 
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awear anything but the truth? 

She said something of that kind and she wanted me to swear 
something that was not so, to. 

Was you not summoned in this case once before? 

Yes, but the reason I did not want to come was because I did 
not want to tell it on her. 

You are also summoned to appear at Big Stone Gap, Saturday 
because you @id not appear’? 

Yes, 

Did you not tell its. Dickenson that if you testified against 
Joe, thst he would get mad? 

I did that to put her off. 


Did you not say that you did not want to testify in tlis case? 


Yes. I did not want to have anything to do with it. I put 


her off as long as I could and at least told her I would not 


swear that they slept together. 


Further deponent sayeth not. 
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The depositions of Will Coomer, Johnson Coomer, H. Cc. T. 
Reasor, Mrs. Susan Thacker and Dow Thacker, taken before me ¥. iki. 
Clarkston a Justice of the Peace in and for the county of Les, 
State of Virginia, at Turkey Cove Ceminary in said County on the 
29th. day of May, 1903, between the hours of 9 A. M. and 6 P. KM. 
and to be read in evidence in behalf of defendent in the Chancery 
suit now pending in Lee County, Virginia, wherein J. W. J. Dicken- 
son is plaintiff and Rebecca H. Dickenson. Persons present 
J. W. J. Dickenson and J. C. Noel. his Attorney, and Rebecca H. 
Dickenson and R. T. Irvine her attorney. 


Will Coomer, being first duly sworn, deposes as follows: 


By Mr. Irvine. 


Please state your age, occupation anu place of residence? 

I am 32 years old; farmer; live at Turkey Cove, Lee County. 

Do you know J. W. J, Dickenson anc Rebecca H. Dickenson his 
wife, parties to this suit? 

Yes sir. 

How close did vou live to them last Fall a year ago, to-wit: 
the fall of 1901? 

L guess it is something like a half mile or three quarters, 
sonething near about that. 

Were you at work on their land at that time? 

Sir? 

Were you at work on their land at that time? 

Their land you speak of? No sir, I kivad was not working on 
their land. I lived right across on Wiig Barkers place. 

How close to where thev lived did you work? 

Well, it was about the same.I reckon; I tended down below 
about the same distance from their house where they lived. 

Who staye, during the Fall at Nr. Dickenson's house on his 
farm’ 

That fall I lived up their? 

That Fall a year ago, yes sir? 

Well, Mrs. Dickenson did. 





Did you see Mr. Dickenson about the house that Fall? 

Yes, I saw him there nights and mornings, feeding his hogs. 

Where was he staying, or purporting to stay the most of hig 
time at nights that Fall? 

Well, he claimed that he was staying at Mr. P. T,. Riddle'g, 

How early in the morning would you see Mr. Dickenson down at 
his place? 

Well, very early, about daylight. 

State whether you would see him come out of the house about 
daylight? 

Yes sir, I saw him come out of the house. 

State whether or not, he would come out of the house at that 
hour with his hat off? 

( The foegoing question objected to, because leading as it 


could have been as easlv asked th Witness how the ,laintiff 


came out of the house.g lr. Noel) 


He came out bareheaded early in the morning. 

ow late at nights would you see him there during that time? 

Well along about sun down. 

State whether or not vou at any time saw him there after 
dark? 

No, I don't recollect seeing him there after dark, 

Was any one else staying, spending the nights at the house 
during that time except Mrs. Dickenson ana her children? 

No sir: not as I know of. 

Were you at Mr. Dickenson's house last Sunday was a week aso, 
on May 17th. 19037 

Yes sir: 

What time of day were you there? 

Well, it was about 12 O'clock when I was there. 

How long did vou stay? 

f reckon I stayed about a couple of hours. 

Who was there when you got there? 
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Well, there was Dow Thacker and when I got there, his wife 
and Mart Coomer and Me and Mart and Dow went and set under Apple 
tree; Marts wife went off to Johnson Coomers and we went off 
directly and left Joe and Mrs. Dickenson in the house and he Btayved 
in the house all the time with her and never came out where we 
were at. -arts wife went with my wife up there, 

What part of the house was Mr. Dickenson in? 

He was in the kitchen where they were cooking dinner. He 
had'nt eat dinner when we went. 

Did they eat dinner while you was there? 

Yes; I went out of the house while they was eating and sat 
under a tree, 

How long did your wife and irs. Mart Coomer leave the place 
befoe you and Mart and Dow thacker Left? 

About an hour I guess. 

Had they returned before you all left? 

Yes sir, | 

Had they gome back home? 

No sir; they never come back until late in the evening. 

Who were left on the place after you and Mart and Dow went 
away? 

Well, there was Mrs. Dickenson her two children and Joe, 

What are the ages of the two Children? 

Well sir, I could'nt tell vou. 


CROSS EXAMINATION: 


by Mr. Noel. 


Mr. Coomer, at the time that Mr. Dickenson was Said to be 
boarding with Frank Riddle the Fall of 1901, how far away from 
Mr, Dickenson's house did Er. Riddle at thet time, live? 

Well, I guess soiething like three quarters of a mile. 

How far did Mr. Riddle live from where you lived? 

Well, it was something like a quarter or maybe it might have 
been furder. 


(3) 





x .®@ 


Wheres would you be at when you would see Mr. Dickenson coming 
out of the house of mornings? 

Well, Mr. Cannah Collier who lives right out here, furnished 
me a horse to plow and I would come early to get me a horse. 

Then when you would see Mr. Dickenson? 

Yes, I stir early, I don't lay in bed until sun up. 

Well, Mr. Dickenson could have sitred as early as vou could 
he not? 

Yes sir, I think he could, 

Then on those mornings which you seen him, he could have come 
from Mr. Riddles early as you could have come from home, could he 
not? 

Yes sir: 

Along about that time M’,. Dickenson was hauling apples and 
other produce off to Big Stone Gap to market, wos he not? 

I don't know whether he was or not; I reckon he was though ; 

I ain't certain. 

And would naturally rise early to go out on such trips as 
that would he not? 

LI could not tell whether hewouldor not. 

On last Sunday was a week ago, you speak about being 
Dickensons house, having left there, nobody was there but Mr, 
Dickenson his wife and two children, while you were laying out 
bnder the apple tree, is it not a fact that while Mr, D“ckenson 
was in the house, that the door was open, all the while? 

Well, the side door was open, but the front door was not 
open. 

You said you left them in there eating dinner? 

Yes sir, I went out under the shade tree. 

And yuu did not come backiany nore? 

No sir; but I could hear them talking. 

Vrs. Dickenson had not been back here long at that time; been 


off some where, had she not? 
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Well, she had been in Russell county. 

And had her children. with her did she not? 

Yes Sir? 

And when she came back here, she brought the children with 

did she not? 

Yes sir. 

Is it not a fact that vr. Dickenson is very much attached to 
one of these children, the oldest Hensely as they call him; 
thinks a great deal of him, coes he not? 

I have never heard him say anything about it. I have heard 
him talk to both of them since they have been down here. OMe as 
much as the other, 

You @adid not undertake to say that on last S_nday was a week 
ago that Joe Dickenson plaintiff and Irs, Dickenson defendent, 
cohabited together? 

Do how did you say? 

( Question repeated) 

No sir, they was in the house together. 

and you don't undertake to state that in the Fall 1901, Joe 

cohabited 
and Mrs. Dickenson waxkeg together? 

I san them working together hauling corn to fred on, 

Well, you never saw them sleep together? 

No sir, 

Please state where you had saw them hauling corn from after 
they had parted, 

Up out of the ridge. I saw her helping one morning throwing 
corn in the cribs and helping fe:d the hogs. 

Did you merely see her helping unload corn? 

I sw her up on the ridge with him hauling corn to feed his 


hogs on. 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION. 


Mr. Irvine. 
You have stated that Mr, Dickenson and his wife were in the 
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the kitchen together; please state whether or not there is a bed 
in the kitchen? 

Yes, there is a bed in the Kitchen. 

State whether or not you saw Mr. and lirs. Dickenson sitt ing 
on the bed together? 

No sir, I never saw them sittng on the bed together, 


( Further deponent sayeth not. Signature waived. 


Aleo the deposition of Johnson Coomer. 
Statmert by Mr. Neelt 

I object to the testimony of Johnson coomer being taken for 
this reason, because he was informed to leave the room while 
the other witnesses were testifying and the witness refused to do 
so and I ask you now either to fine him for his contempt or to 
refuse to take his testimony 
Statement by Mr. Irvine: 

At the time referred to by ¥”. Noel, I did not know tmt I 
would introduce Mr. Jolinson Coomer as i had not talked wth him, 
but did ask him to step out of the rvom while the testimony of 
the first witness was being taken. Mr. vo nson Coomer had not 
been sworn as 2& witness and it was not then known that he would 
be a witness and the motion w to extlude his evidence is: resisted 
on the ground that he was not ordered py the presiding magistrate 
to leave the house and the latter passed at the time the conversa- 
tion above referred to was had as being an informal matter and 
it was not insisted on by itr. wWoel. 

Statment by Mr. Noel: 

Before the testimony of any witness was taken in this cause, 
I asked the presiding justice to put the witnesses under the rules 
and to have any person expected to be used as a witness, excluded 
from the hearing and Mr. Irvine told Mr. Johnson Coomer it might 
be that he wanted to use him as a witness and for him to step out 


of the netkottme hearing of the said Wm. Coomer, anc the witness 
(6) 





refused x or failed to do so and this request was made in the 


presence of the presiding justice. 
J. CG, Noel for plaintiff. 


Subject to the foregoing exception, the examination of the 
witness is proceeded with and Johnson Coomer, being first duly 
sworn, deposes as follows: 

Vr, Irvine 

State your age, occupation and place of residence’? 

54 years old, will be the llth. of next October, farmer. 

in Lee County, Turkey Cove. 

Do you know the plaintiff and defendent in this suit’? 

Yes sir. 

Did you or not see them last: week together on the place of 
the plaintiff J. W. J. Dickenson anc if so, state what they were 
ensaged in? 

Yes I saw them; I believe it was either last Wednesday or 
Tuesday one, I aint certain which day, vas below Jones' coming 
after a barrel of water. The two little Kofi were with them 
Tip spoke to Joe anc asked if they had wiulbkey with them ana Joe 
said no, they had to have water for the ducks, geeses, goslings 
and chickens, 

How far was that from Mr, Dickenson's house? 

Well, I don't know exactly how fur it is. It is not a quarver 


of a mile. 


Diga: did they go back to the house together? 


No sir. He went back to the house himself, he and that little 
after a bucket of water 
boy, and she went up to tae spring buc did not take the other 
little kid with her to the spring, but put it over the fence until 
she went there and back, 


Did she then return to the house with the bucket of water? 


the SP 


Yes, she went on that way. I could not see the house from 


(7) 





where I was at. 


CROSS EXAMINATION, 
MR. NOKL. 

What time in the day Mr. Coomer, was it that you saw them 
after the water? 

Well, it was along in the evening. 

Plain open way from Dickenson's house to the spring where 
they went for water’? 

Yes sir, very plain., 

And all you saw was that they came up to the spring together? 

No, they just went to the branch together, 

Ana she went on to the spring am got the waver? 

They filled the barrel up with water; told tip he was getting 
water for the ducks, chickens and goslings. 

Mart Coomer and his wife live in the house with Mr. D+ckenson 
do they not, and have been for more than a year? 

No sir. 
how long have they been there? 

Well, I don't know. 

be fire 
Hox kane neform christmas, 1902% 


Yes mr. 


Alao the deposition of H. C. T. Reasor, who being first 
duly sworn, deposes as follows: 
Mr, irvine. 
State your age, occupation and place of residence? 
I am 40 years old; live at Turkey Cove, Lee county; am a farmer 
Do you know the parties to this suit? 
Yes sir. 


Sta e wre ther or not you saw them together on Mr. Dickenson's 


place last week? gnq if go, what they were engaged in? 
(8) 





One day last week I wax saw Mr. Dickenson and his wife and two 
children came out from towards his house out to the branch with 
@® barrel on a sled and said they were after water for the ducks 
and chickens. 

Did they get the water? 

Yes sir. 

How far was that from Mr. Dickenson's house? 

Well, I suppose somewhere cout 1/4 of a mile. 

Did they then go back to the house? 

I could not say; I believe That they were putting water in 


the barrel and afterwards. I was putting up fence and went up 


to ur, Jones and I think Mrs. D_ckenson was going from the spring 


I don't Know. 

Do I understand you to say that you saw ir, Dickenson take 
the barrel of water back to the house on a sled and Yrs, Dickenson 
get a bucket of water and take it back to the house? Is that 
correct? 

No, XI don't think t I said I saw them go back but I saw Mrs, 
Dickenson go up to Jones Spring and get a Bucket of water and 
she was coming back, I that was the last I seen of then, 

Do you know where Mart Coomer was at that time? 

T don't know where he was at that time. 

Do you knew where he was later that evening? 

Well, later on in tne evening I seen him coming out of the 
ridge with a horse, up where he was tending some corn, 1 suppose 
that was what he was doing. 

that part of the answer where the witness tells he Bupposes 
I object to. Noel.) 

Do you know where Mart Coomer's wife was at that time? 

I don't know where she was at the tims they were getting water. 
Q: Etate whether  -r not you saw he leave Mr. Dickenson's house 
shortly before or shortly after you saw them together after 


(9) 





this water? 

Well, I did not see her leave Mr. Dickenson's house, I 
seen her gomewher half hour or an hour before xx they came 
after water, saw her coming from toward Mr. Dickensonts house, 


I think she wer e up to Mr. Jones, I don't know where she 


went. Never paid any attention to her after she went from there, 


Did you or not have my conversation on that occasion with 
mr, Dickenson about Kreis xx making up with hig wife and if BO, 
gastate what it was? 


It seems to me that I asked hin Something to that amount. 


I don't know what answer he gaye me but I believe he said 
"she is here, or something to that amount. I think that is what 
he gaid, 

Do you recall whether that was on the occasion ther were 
hauling water or not? 


No sir, I can't say whether it was or not; ain't certain. 


CROSS HXAMINATION, 
NOEL. 

the vening you saw Mr. Dickenson and wife going after the 
barrel of water, was the occasion on which Johnson was with you 
was it not? 

Me and Johns Coomer were making fence right close to there, 

It was in broad daylight? 

Yes sir. 

Something about the middle of the evening? 

Yes sir, 

Plain open way from Mr. Dickenson's house to where they got 
the water? 

Road; yes sir.«x 

And the two children were with them? 

Yes sir, 


About what age is the oldest child? 





Don't know. 
Judging from his size, about how old would you take him to 
be? 


Judging from his size, about 8 year old. 


REDIRECT EXANINATION, 
MR. IRVINE, 
Judging by the Looks of the child, how old would you 
it is? 


Aboui the same. 


Also the deposition of Mrs. Susan Thacker, who being first 
duly sworn, deposes as follows: 


By Mr. Irvine. 


Pleape ste your age and place of residence? 


I don't know sir, exactly. 
Please state as near as you can? 
About 26 I guess. 


You live in Turkey Cove, Lee County, po you not? 


Yes sir, 


ee 


Do you know the age of Mr. and lirs, Dickenson's oldest child? 


en 


Five years old. 


ae 


Do you Know when it was five years old? 


res 


Last March, I think. 


~ 


Did you live near Mrs. Dickensons last Fall a vear ago? 


ee 


Yes sir, we lived not very far from them. 


ee 


About how far did you live? 


We lived right above Mr. Jones and they lived here on the ridge ° 


Oo - © PP DBD FF fH F G&G Y- 


ee 


About now far would that be? 


> 
se 


Not more than a mile or a mile and a half. 


= 


You are the wife of Dow Thacker are you not? 


b> 


Yes sir. 


= 


State whether or not last pall a year ago, Mr. Dickenson 


stayed there at the house any at nights with ifs. Dickenson? 





Don't know about the staying there of nights. 

Did hs stay there at any other time? 

He was there every day. He c me up there and got me to help 
him gather peaches. 

How early in the morning would you see Mr. Dickenson about 
the place? 

Tolerable early. 

State whether or not it would be before sun up? 

Can you state Mrs. Thacker, whether it would be before sun 
up or not? 

I don't know. 


How Late at nights would you see Mr. Dickenson about there? 


(Mrs.Coomer, answe the -question. Noel) 


I dontt know; I don't recollect nothing about it. I never 
was there nights. 

Did you ever see Mr. and irs, Dickerson that fall hauling 
corn together? 

No sir. 

Did you see them doing any work together? 


Nothing only picking up appkes I think. 


CROSS HXAMINATION, 
WR. ORL. 

What time in the Fall Mrs. Thacker, was it you saw them 
picking up apples together? 

Late in the fall. 

In what year was henseley, the oldest child of mrs. Dickenson 
born? 

I don't know, 

In what year was last pall, a year ago. 

L901. 

If you don't know in what year Henseley was born, how do you 


know him to be five years old? 





Beeause he was a year old when we moved up there and that is 


how I know. 
Well, ian what vear did you move up there? 


Can't vo: answer? 


No sir I don't recollect. 


Further deponent sayeth not. 





Also the deposition of Dow Thacker, who first being duly 


sworn, deposes as follows: 


By Mr. Irvine. 


Please state vour age occupation ana place of residence? 

J am 44 years old; farmer; Lee County, Turkey Cove. 

Do vou know the parties to this suit, J. W. J. Dickerson 
ana his wife, Rebecea H, Dickenson. 

Yes, I lived with them two years, 

What two years Cid you live with them? 

lt have been off two years. 

Where were you living last Fall a year ago, in the 
1901? 3 

Living on Jones Land. 

Yow neur to MY, Dieckeznson'sS house 

I guess it was close to a mile or three quarters. 

Do you know whethar Mr, Dickenson stayed there that Fall at 
nights or not? 

I don't know whether he stayed there at night or not. I 
went there one morning to half sole some slecs before breakfast 
and Mr. enson was there and I asked him what made him so 
late and he said he over slept himself. 

Did he eat breakfast there that morning with Nre. Dickenson? 

Yes sir. 

Did you see him and ifs, Dickenson gathering corn together 
or hauling corn together that Fall? 

aa: ( Question object to because leading. Noel.) 

ee sir. 

Did you see them doing any work together on the place that 
Fall? 

(the foregoing question objected to he for reasons stated in 
preceeding question. Noel.) 


No don't believe I seed them doing any work together. 





Were you at Mr. Dickenson's house last Sunday was a weck 
ago, May 17tn, 19057? 
Yes, I was there. 
time of day did you go there? 
I went there on Saturday evening. I don't know what 
day it was when I got there. it was late though. 
Sundav evening. 
Wuat other persons if any, were there on Sunday evening? 
Noboday when I left there, except doe Dickenson anc his wife 
and children. 
Was lirs. Dickenson staying there at the house? 
sir. 


she or not staying there during the whole time vou were 


a to 


Yes Sir; she stayec there what time I was there. 


What otner people besides tr, and V's, Dickenson am the 
children were there before you left Sunday evening’? 

Will Coomer was there. He left though, when I came off. 

He Left with you? 

Yee sir. 

Vas nobody else there? 

John Coomer was there in the morning, him and Crock Jones. 
refresn your memory, I will ask you if Mart Coomer anc his 
vere not also there? 

Yes they were there. 

What became of them that Sunday evening? 

Marts wife went up to Johns Coomere. Mart said he was going 

mar Coomers. 

Did he leave tne place while you were there? 

Ko, J left him there wnen I left. 

Do vou know whether ne went to Sam Commers? 

No I don't know whether he went or not. Joe Dickenson said 


he went, 





that part of the answer which undertakes to detail what 


Joe Dickenson Bays objected to because not responsive to the 


i will now ask vou the question whether or not, plaintiff 
J. W. J. Dickenson said anything to vou about Mart Coomer having 
Gone away that afternoon and if BO, wha’ he said? 

i don't remerher what we were talking about when he tola me 
that Mart went to Sans. 

By way of reTreshing vour memory, I will ask if Mart 
Coomer on that occasion, did not go off down in orchad or 
in that direction with you and Will Coomer when left the 


houge? 


either with you or Will Coomer, or by himself? 


nO he started oif, and me and Will to the best of my recol- 


lection, he started xo off like he wus gcing to Joes Orchad there 
? é & 


at the house, TI é off me and Will, He said ne was going to 
San Coomers when I Started, 
If I understand you, he dia start off in 1 


Coomer as vou Started; is that correct, 


—C. and Yrs. Dickenson when you Left? 
They was in the house, 
In what room of the house? 
They was in the kitchen, 
State whether or not there is & bed in the Kitehen? 
Bir, there is a bed in the Kitchen. 
ou xnow how long Mrs. Dickenson ha been staying there 
you came there on Saturday evening? 
I don't know how lony she had S:ayed there, 
you Know how long she Stayed there after you haa Left? 
sir. 


you Know the age of Mr. anc ‘Ts. Diekenson's cldest chile? 





ir 


A: It is five years old, Mr. Dickenson told me last Sunday. 
How old was the child, judging from its appearance, when you 
went to lir. Diekenson's house to live, four years ago? 


About one yer old I reckon, 


CROSS EXANINA TION, 
Wr. Noel, 

On the Sunday after you say that you stayed all night at Mr. 
Dickensons on Saturday night and left with Will Coomer on the 
Sunday evening, you was at John Shulers house on Wall Reasors 
land land whkenex were you not? 

Yas I there? 

Yes: 


ae 2 


yes I was there 


The sunday I left Joe, the Sunday after thut? 
On %0, 


On tm t occasion did you not say in the presence of Jolin 


Shu@er and John Shulers wife and ice fhuler, that !’frs, Dickenson 


ait 


a] 


had been talking to you and trying to get you to swear that you 
paw Joe Dickenson eat breakfast at his house with her anc that you 
told ner that you had not seen it and that you wouid not swear 
anything of the sort, or words to that effect? 

I did not state it I was not sworn over at Joe 
Shulers. 

Dia you not say on that occasion Kamk at John Shulers house, 
that ‘6S. Dickenson tried to 


his 
eat breakfast there at yamr house with her on the morning 


get you to say that you saw him 
that you Exxak fixed the sled and did not you say in the presence 
of John Shuler his wife and Joe Shuler that you told her that 
Joe Dickenson was not there the morning that you fixed the sled 
and that you never did x see him eat breakfast there, or worcs 
to that effect? 

I seed him eat breakfast there several times. I never told 


no seech, 





ro, he. tne occasion that you say you fixed the sled or half soled the 
sled, how came you to ask Joe Dickenson why he was so Late, 
what madé him so late? 
Because I went there go goon. 
How s00n would you go there. 
Ai i went there goon, 
How early would you go + here? 


As I went there soon enough that they had not eat breakfast. 


é 


Did you go there before day Light, or after daylisnt? 


to 


No sir 1 did not go there before day light. 


Did you go there before sun up? 


a@ 


Yes sir, 


s@ 


What year was that? 


It was the year that he and his wife Bplit up. 


@2¢ 


Well, what year was that, ado you know? 


ee 


I don't know that I have to answer any of your questions, 


3] 
A 
Q 
A: 
Q 
A 
Q 


I will again ask you what year was it that you Bikxek fixed 
the sl ed? 


“— 


4 reckon it was the first year that I moved to Mr, J ON@B » 


> 


Well, what was the first year you say you moved to Ur. Jones? 


- £2 


ae 


It has been two years ago. 


ee 


Well, do you know in what year you moved to Mr. Jones, 


No sir, 


What time of year did you move 


ae 


oved there in March. 


itoved there in March? 


ee 


Yes sir. 


* 


How Long had you been living at Mr. Jones when yo: fixed the 


oF fo > Of - @ 


aes 


sled? 
I fixed them in the Fall after I moved there? 
Well, what time in the fall was it? 
Corn gathering time, 


2he further taking of these depositions is hereby adjourned 
to June 4th, 1903, at the game time and place, 





Lee Circuit Court. 


Dickenson, 


v. Affidavit of D. §S. Reasor, /:. 


/ 


Dickenson. 


Ae 


Affiant, D. S. menban|/ sides that he is about 27 years of age, 


and resides in the Turkey Cove in Lee County, Virginia, and isa 
constable of said county in the district in which Turkey Cove is 
Situated; that he lives near the plaintiff J. W. J Dickenson, and 

is acquainted with the land owned or claimed by the said Dickenson, 
and with the property of said Dickenson; and further states that 

he has read the affidavit this day made in said cause by P. M. Reasor 
and that the statements made in said affidavit are the facts with 
reference to the property and financial condition of the paaintiff 

J, W. J. Dickenson, as affiant verily believes. 


we) Meee, Be 


Subscribed and sworn to before me <n mx maurkyx xfuxesxi# a 
Notary Public for the County of Lee, Virginia, this the llth. 


day of July, 1902. (jv 
Ways lat. 


Notary Public. 








Lee Circuit Court. 
Dickenson, 
Ve Affidavit of P. M. Reasor. 


Dickenson. 


eens 


Affiant, P. M. Reasor, states that he is 44 years of age, and 


resides in the Turkey Cove in Lee County near the plaintiff J. W. J. 
Dickenson, and is acquainted with the land owned and claimed by the 
said Dickenson, and with the other property of the said Dickenson; 
and further states that the said Dickenson resides upon and has for 
several years resided upon a tract of land owned or claimed by him, 
and deeded to him by G. C. Gilmer and wife, which land contains, as 
he is informed and believes, about 62 acres; that said kand is 

good farming land, about an average: of the Turkey Cove land, which 
embraces among the best * farming lands of Lee County; that said 
land is in a good condition of improvement and cultivation; that 

it is all cleared and in cultivation or in grass except some 6 or 
10 acres, which is woodland; that there is at the present time a 
good crop growing on the said land; that said Dickenson owns -some 
live-stock, farming utensils and household plunder, and affiant is 
informed and believes that he has a fair amount of ready money; 
that affiant does not know of any encumbrances on said land, or of 


any debts owed by said Dickenson, and does not think there are any, 
or, if so, they are of: small amount. at Ce wif th Vik Arcicecni lay 


‘ 
hed, 


Aw Wrens ah Gusey Kh 20 far on uf fica dD (GIS Lig, fe, AF 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public for Lee 


County, Virginia, this the llth. day of July, 1902/ 


Ely (iy 


Notary Public. 
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She Comrronrmedith oF Virgismier, 


To the Sihoriff of the Geunt 


Wi COMMAND YOU, That you summon... 


4 


to appear at the Olerk’s office df the Cireuit Court of the County of Lee, at the rules to be held for the 


Oe coy = =e : : 
Sie courte @u. Ghe...2" FF bi ANG, 10 MSIVer a bill in 


the 
Til, OMEGA GORE LDV. ok. Be powered 
q 


And have then there this writ. Witness, A. B. Munsey, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, 


wealth. 
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